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Ms LAUGA (Keppel—ALP) (9.45 pm): It is great to hear the member for Hinchinbrook and 
Katter’s Australian Party talking up the Palaszczuk government’s record education budget in this place.  

Ms Grace interjected.  

Ms LAUGA: I take that interjection from the Minister for Education. This is the first time that I have 
risen in this place since our good friend the member for Stretton passed away. Duncan was a good 
bloke. He was a friend to many of us in this place. He was taken too soon and I am still grappling with 
his passing. It feels like he is just on a holiday or something. I am sure that in the future many of us will 
have more to say about Duncan and his work. We miss him terribly. I offer my condolences to Duncan’s 
parents, brothers, friends and family.  

Given the way that those opposite talk in this budget debate one would think that Queensland is 
falling apart. Those opposite say that Queensland’s roads are falling apart, the hospitals are falling 
apart and the schools are falling apart. It is all drama and negativity. They are so negative. They actually 
sound like the used car salesman I dealt with when I traded in my first car, my beloved Betty, the white 
Holden Barina. The salesman said, ‘The wheels are falling off, there are dings in the body, the paint is 
chipped, the brakes don’t work and it is not worth much at all.’ Just like those opposite, he talked down 
my car. He talked down the care and maintenance that I had given to it. He looked for every opportunity 
to give me the lowest price possible. He sounded just like those opposite as they talk down our great 
state. There are always lots of hidden fees when you are trading in a vehicle with a used car salesmen—
or hidden cuts, as the LNP like to say. There are lots of hidden fees, lots of hidden cuts and lots of fine 
print in the contract. They said that there will not be any cuts, but then the Leader of the Opposition—
asterisks—says, ‘But it won’t be savage.’ There is always fine print when it comes to the LNP and their 
promises.  

I looked after my car, Betty. It did not miss a service. It had clean oil that was regularly topped 
up. The tyres and brake pads were newly replaced. I looked after my Betty Barina just as the Palaszczuk 
Labor government is governing with care and attention. All of us on this side have a great love for our 
state of Queensland, but those opposite are talking down this state—our state—like a used car 
salesman. They are talking down the economy, our future and the prospects of our great state for their 
own benefit.  

I would not want to be anywhere else in the world right now and that is only because of our 
Premier, our Chief Health Officer, our Deputy Premier and the nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and 
all Queenslanders who have worked so hard to keep our state safe from the global pandemic. Now our 
economic recovery is underway. Our economy has rebounded and the latest labour force data shows 
that unemployment in Queensland has dropped to 5.4 per cent, which is lower than before COVID. In 
Keppel the hotels are booked out. In fact, the owners of Oshen tell me that they could book out their 
hotel twice every night. The restaurants are full and tourism is booming. This budget demonstrates that 
Queensland’s COVID-19 economic recovery plan is working. The budget invests in growth, jobs, 
infrastructure, services—including in health and schools—and growth right across Queensland.  

In Keppel, this budget delivers on our election commitments. It delivers a record health budget 
with a $691 million investment in our Central Queensland Health and Hospital Service. This budget 
delivers the funding for the finishing touches on the $14.3 million, 42-bed detox and rehab centre in 
Rockhampton. It delivers funding to start work on the cardiac hybrid theatre at the Rocky Hospital so 
local people can get the stents in their arteries that they need without having to travel to Brisbane. It 
delivers the funding to refurbish and expand the mental health unit at the Rockhampton Hospital so 
more local people can get the mental health treatment they need close to home.  

I am incredibly proud to be Assistant Minister for Education in a government that is yet again 
delivering a record education budget, the Palaszczuk government's seventh record education budget, 
a record $15.3 billion state education budget investment in school and early childhood education which 
will deliver for Queensland children, students, teachers, teacher aides and tradies from Far North 
Queensland to the Gold Coast.  
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Almost $1.9 billion in infrastructure spending will maintain, renew and build new facilities, 
including 10 new schools and other facilities supporting more than 4,100 jobs across the state. This 
continues our proud record of giving every child a great start and engaging young people in learning, 
no matter where they live.  

The Speaker has reviewed and approved my budget speech for incorporation. As such, I ask 
that the remainder of my speech is incorporated into the Record of Proceedings. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Walker): Member for Keppel that has been approved for 
incorporation.  

The speech read as follows— 

The incorporated portion of this speech has not been included as it has not yet been provided  


